as the organizer of the world and the forces of Nature., it
would not have inculcated the vile idea that suffering
was inevitable,, nor a passive compassion, but would have
fostered an active loathing for all suffering, especially
the suffering caused by social and economic factors.
Physiological pain is nothing but a signal given by
the human organism that something pernicious has invad-
ed it and is interfering with its normal functioning. Pain
is the voice of the organism crying: "Man, protect your-
self!"'"' In preaching the doctrine of suffering, bourgeois
humanism bids us reconcile ourselves to that insulting
pain which is due to the given, supposedly insuperable and
eternally ordained class relations, the humiliating divi-
sion of human beings into superior and inferior races and
tribes, into white aristocrats and "coloured"" slaves. This
division retards the wakening of the labouring people to
the knowledge of the unity of their interests, which is why
it was instituted.
The humanism of the revolutionary proletariat is forth-
right. It does not speak loud and honeyed words about
loving one's neighbour. Its aim is to liberate the proletariat
of the whole world from the shameful, bloodthirsty and in-
sane oppression of the capitalists, to teach people not to
regard themselves as a commodity which is bought and
sold, as raw material for the manufacture of gold and lux-
ury for the bourgeois. Capitalism violates the world as
a decrepit old man violates a young and healthy woman,
being unable to impregnate her with anything but his se-
nile diseases. Proletarian humanism does not demand lyr-
ical professions of love; it demands that every worker
should realize his historical mission, his right to power,
his revolutionary activity, which is especially essential
595